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Synopsis 
Since the last report on May 23, 2020, most of the 
Southern Region and large parts of the Peace Region 
and some of the North West Region remained relatively 
dry with most of these areas receiving less than 10 mm 
(map 1). In contrast, all others areas received at least 
10 mm with a major storm this last weekend, dumping 
more than 50 mm along a narrow band stretching from 
Calgary, all the way north to Lac La Biche. For many of 
those with seed in the ground, or managing pasture or 
hay land the rains have been very beneficial. 

Precipitation over the past 30-days 
(map 2 and Map 3) 
In contrast, for those still attempting to access land with 
heavy equipment, wet weather over the past several 
weeks has been a concern for a large area of the 
province affecting much of the Southern Peace Region, 
most of the North West and west-half of the Central 
Regions and the extreme south-western edge of the 
North East Region. 

In the past 30 days, these areas have seen at least 80 
mm of rain, grading to over 150 mm to areas west of 
Drayton Valley (map 2). During this time frame, most of 
these areas see weather this wet on average less than 
once in 6 to 12 years, with many areas this wet less 
than once in 12 to 25 years (map 3). 

Soil Moisture Reserves (map 2 and 
map 3) 
A late spring snow melt and ample moisture since early 
April (map 4) has led to near or above average soil 
moisture reserves across about 80% of the provinces 
growing areas (map 5). Excess moisture has left much 
of the Southern Peace Region, most of the North West 
and west-half of the Central Regions and the extreme 
south western edge of the North East Region with above 
average soil moisture reserves, estimated to be above 
one in 6-year highs. Warm, dry weather is needed 
through these areas in the near term. 

Perspective 
Looking out over the next 5-days cool, wet weather is 
expected to prevail with upwards of 50 mm possible for 
many parts of the province lying north of Calgary 
stretching well up into the Peace Region. Up to 100 mm 
is expected along the north east side of the province, 
between Lloydminster and Fort McMurray. All current 
indications suggest that there will not be a drying trend 
expected in the near future. 

Province wide, June is typically the wettest month of the 
year (map 6), and for all but the South, rivalled closely 
by July. Looking back at historical averages, southern 
Alberta’s wettest time of the year is typically during the 
second and third week of June. Through central parts of 
the province, and extending up through the Peace 
Region, the wettest four week period generally extends 
through the last two weeks of June and the first two 
weeks of July. 
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Map 1 
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Map 2 
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Map 3 
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Map 4 

 

  

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update


https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update 

Map 5 

 

  

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/moisture-situation-update


Average Semi-Monthly
Growing Season
Precipitation in Alberta
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Average based on historical weather data from the 1961-2010
period, interpolated to township centers using AbClim-3.1.  

for the period 1961-2010

Created on December 09, 2011
Compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, Environmental Stewardship Division, Technology and Innovation Branch
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