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Message from the Chair 

On behalf of the national and international innovation leaders who comprise 
the Alberta Research and Innovation Advisory Committee (ARIAC), I am 
pleased to present ARIAC’s Annual Report for 2017-18.   
 
ARIAC’s mandate is to provide the Minister of Economic Development and 
Trade with independent advice on research and innovation matters. ARIAC 
also seeks to enhance Alberta’s connections with the international research 
and innovation community.   
 
In summer 2017, ARIAC attained full membership with the addition of ten research, 
innovation and business leaders, bringing total membership to 12. One member’s term 
expired in October 2017, leaving the current committee with 11 members.  
 
ARIAC’s work this year was geared towards making new members familiar with 
Alberta’s economic, research and innovation landscape, stimulating Alberta’s research 
and innovation system for job creation, economic diversification, and communicating the 
Alberta story to international stakeholders. 
 
ARIAC key activities included: 

 Receiving direction from the Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade, and Deputy Minister, Jason Krips, on areas of 
significance related to the province’s research and innovation system. 

 Reinvigorating Committee membership and their familiarization with Alberta’s 
research and innovation landscape. 

 Providing strategic advice to inform the development and implementation of the 
Alberta Research and Innovation Framework (ARIF) and its Action Plan. 

 Engagement with Alberta Innovates to leverage ARIAC’s networks for the 
INVENTURE$ Conference in June 2018. 

 Formation of Tiger Teams to address specific research and innovation issues in 
Alberta, such as: Communications, Ecosystem Mapping, and strategy 
development. 

 
As I complete my term as ARIAC Chair on March 31, 2018, I am confident that ARIAC 
is in excellent hands under the leadership of Dr. Ray Muzyka as the new Chair, effective 
April 1, 2018. On behalf of ARIAC, we look forward to working with the Minister of 
Economic Development and Trade to continue to advance Alberta’s research and 
innovation system. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chair  
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Mandate 
The 2017 Alberta Research and Innovation Amendment Act established the Alberta 

Research and Innovation Committee (ARIAC) with the mandate to provide strategic 

advice and recommendations to the Minister of Economic Development and Trade, on 

research and innovation matters. 

 

Core Business 
ARIAC provides advice and recommendations related to the research and innovation 

system in Alberta. Specifically, ARIAC: 

 Advise on outcomes-focused research and innovation policies that will support 

effective performance of Alberta’s research and innovation system, thereby 

strengthening Alberta’s economy, environment, and enhancing the social well-

being of Albertans. 

 Provide perspectives on system performance, and recommendations for 

improvement. 

 Recommend best practices to assess the status and progress of Alberta’s 

research and innovation system towards reaching its desired outcomes. 

 Identify emerging global research and innovation trends with potential significant 

impact to Alberta. 

 

Results and Contributions from 2017-18 
Outcomes: 

 The Government of Alberta is provided with actionable advice based on 

perspectives derived from national and international research and innovation 

expertise. 

 ARIAC is engaged in an active process with the Minister, ministry and 

stakeholders to identify and define priority areas for ARIAC’s strategic advice. 

 

Results: 

In 2017-18, ARIAC membership was renewed with the addition of ten new members, 
including the designation of a new Chair and Vice-chair.  

ARIAC’s results for 2017-18 were as follows:   

 

 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460138946
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Government Policies and Initiatives 

 In October 2017, ARIAC members conducted their first multi-day, face-to-face 

meeting, to gain information on Alberta’s economic, research and innovation 

system, the province, relevant federal government initiatives, and the economic 

climate and challenges that Alberta is currently facing.  

 ARIAC members formed Tiger Teams to address significant topics in Alberta’s 

research and innovation system.  

 ARIAC members were briefed by representatives from the Economic 

Development, and Science and Innovation divisions of Economic Development 

and Trade on departmental strategic initiatives. Members provided their 

international perspectives to inform the further development of strategies and 

programs relating to research and innovation and economic diversification.  

Alberta Innovates and INVENTURE$ Conference 

 ARIAC members met with the Chief Executive Officer of Alberta Innovates, Ms. 

Laura Kilcrease, who is also a former member of the Committee, to discuss the 

agency’s role in Alberta’s research and innovation system. ARIAC members 

provided advice on how Alberta Innovates can further strengthen its 

communications efforts to tell its story effectively. 

 Alberta Innovates leveraged ARIAC’s expertise, connections, and networks in 

planning and participation at the INVENTURE$ Conference in June 2018. ARIAC 

members will be providing their expertise by moderating, and participating on 

panels, and providing presentations. INVENTURE$ is Alberta’s first innovation 

conference and will bring thought leaders, leading innovation experts, investors, 

entrepreneurs, and other stakeholders, to discuss the latest in research, 

innovation and investment. 

 ARIAC members also participated as panel members at the SPARK conference 

in Edmonton in November 2017 to provide global perspectives of relevance to 

Alberta. The SPARK conference was organized by Emissions Reduction Alberta 

and Alberta Innovates, and brought together industry leaders, academia, 

investors, and experts to discuss and advance solutions for clean technology and 

bioindustrial toward commercialization. 

Alberta Research and Innovation Framework and Action Plan  

 ARIAC members were briefed by the Assistant Deputy Minister, Science and 

Innovation Division, on the Alberta Research and Innovation Framework and 

Action Plan. ARIAC will continue to provide a global perspective over the long-

term, leveraging their collective expertise to provide advice on measuring 

http://www.inventurescan.com/
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progress towards the Innovation Targets to enhance Alberta’s research and 

innovation system. 

 

Conclusion 
ARIAC members bring national and global perspectives to the Ministry and innovation 

system stakeholders and help to strengthen its relationship with Alberta’s dynamic 

research and innovation system. 

 

ARIAC members look forward to continuing to provide independent, multi-sector 

perspectives to the Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Alberta Innovates, 

and other stakeholders in the upcoming years. ARIAC is proud to contribute its advice 

to enhance an already strong Alberta research and innovation system. 
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Membership  
Chair  Vice-chair 
Oryssia Lennie 
 
Former Deputy Minister of 
Western Economic 
Diversification Canada (WD) 

 

Ray Muzyka 
 
Co-Founder and former 
CEO of BioWare 
 
Founder and CEO at 
ThresholdImpact  

 

 
Members 
Helena Acheson 
 
Former Head of Division, 
Cultural and Creative Industries 
and Services for the MFG 
Public Innovation Agency 

 

Topaz Conway 
 
Advisor, Accelerating 
Commercialization 

 

Kashmir Gill  
 
Former Regional Director of the 
National Research Council-
Industrial Research (central and 
northern AB and NWT) 

 

Lori Knowles  
 
Consultant and Adjunct 
Professor at the University 
of Alberta School of Public 
Health 

 

Winnie Lieu 
 
Advisor to President, Chevron 
Americas Products 

 

Anil Pereira  
 
Technology executive and 
entrepreneur 
 
 

 

Andrew Powell 
 
CEO of Asia BioBusiness Pte. 
Ltd. 

 

Erasmus Okine  
 
Vice-President (Research) 
at the University of 
Lethbridge 

 

Chris Shipley 
 
Co-founder and Chairman of 
Guidewire Group 

 

  

 


