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Message from the Chair 

On behalf of the national and international research and innovation leaders who 
comprise the Alberta Research and Innovation Advisory Committee (ARIAC), I am 
pleased to present ARIAC’s Annual Report for 2016-17.   
 

ARIAC’s mandate is to provide the Government of Alberta with independent advice 
on research and innovation strategy. ARIAC also seeks to enhance Alberta’s 
connections with the international research and innovation community.   
 

For ARIAC, the year centred on rebuilding and refreshing ARIAC and its role in 
supporting Alberta’s innovation ecosystem. Our items of focus included:  
 

 providing the government with strategic advice on research and innovation 
from provincial, national and international perspectives; 

 enhancing Alberta’s research and innovation system and connections to the 
global innovation community; and  

 continuing engagement with provincial, national, and international 
stakeholders. 

 

The highlights of ARIAC’s achievements during the reporting period include: 
 

Strategic Advice on Research and Innovation 
 

 ARIAC provided advice to the Department of Economic Development and 

Trade relating to changes in the province’s innovation system. 

 ARIAC members met with the Associate Vice President–Research from both 

the University of Calgary and the University of Alberta and discussed federal 

funding for clean technology and climate change related initiatives. 

 ARIAC and the Alberta Innovates board discussed with the Honourable 

Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade, the federal 

funding targeted towards supporting innovation clusters, and how they can 

strategically align and collaborate to enhance Alberta’s innovation 

ecosystem. 

 
Recruitment  

 ARIAC began actively recruiting 10 highly qualified members to broaden our 

jurisdictional and industry connections. ARIAC will have full membership by 

the summer 2017, with onboarding to follow immediately and an in-person 

meeting scheduled for fall 2017. 

 

In the year ahead, once ARIAC has a full membership in place, it will be better 
positioned to fulfill its mandate by identifying emerging global science, research, 
technology and innovation trends that will support the diversification of Alberta’s 
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economy, as well as providing information on best practices in other jurisdictions to 
inform Alberta’s research and innovation system. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Oryssia Lennie 
Chair 
 

Left to right: Oryssia Lennie, Geoffrey Pradella, Laura Kilcrease, Matthew Bailey 
Not pictured: Alan Bernstein 
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Mandate 

The Alberta Research and Innovation Act established the Alberta Research and 

Innovation Authority (ARIA) on January 1, 2010.  Effective November 2016, ARIA 

changed its name to the Alberta Research and Innovation Advisory Committee (ARIAC) 

to better reflect its role.  ARIAC’s purpose is to provide strategic advice and 

recommendations to the Government of Alberta, through the Minister of Economic 

Development and Trade (EDT), on research and innovation matters.   

 

 

Consisting of up to 12 provincial, national and international members and supported by 

a secretariat located in the Ministry of EDT, ARIAC works with the Alberta Innovates 

Corporation, publicly funded post-secondary institutions within Campus Alberta, 

industry, and government to help the Government of Alberta reach its research and 

innovation goals. 

 

Core Business 

ARIAC provides advice and recommendations related to the research and innovation 

system in Alberta. More specifically, ARIAC: 

 Identifies leading-edge research areas and innovation policies that will support 

the diversification of Alberta’s economy. 

 Provides the Minister of Economic Development and Trade with regular reviews 

and reports on the performance of Alberta's research and innovation system 

and makes recommendations to increase Alberta’s competitiveness. 

 Explores and gathers information on best practices in other jurisdictions to 

assess the status and progress of Alberta’s research and innovation system. 

 Identifies emerging global science, research, technology, and innovation trends 

of greatest impact to Alberta. 
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Results Reporting  

ARIAC’s Goal: The Government of Alberta has access to strategic advice and recommendations on 

research and innovation matters.  

 
Desired Outcomes 
 

 The Government of Alberta is provided with actionable advice based on perspectives 

derived from national and international research and innovation expertise. 

 ARIAC is engaged in an active process with the Minister, ministry and stakeholders to 

identify and refine priority areas for ARIAC’s strategic advice. 

 

Priority Initiatives 
 

1. Address questions posed to ARIAC by the Minister of Economic Development and Trade on 

behalf of the Government of Alberta, decision-makers and research and innovation system 

stakeholders. 
 

2. Support the work of and engage with other advisory bodies and major initiatives of the 

Government of Alberta.  
 

3. Develop and deliver advice on assessing the performance of Alberta’s research and innovation 

system.  
 

4. Develop and deliver advice on appropriate policies and practices to strengthen innovation in the 

private sector.  

 
 

Results 
 

Assessing the Performance of Alberta’s Research and Innovation System 
 

 ARIAC provided input on how to diversify Alberta’s economy through innovation.  
 

 In fall 2016, ARIAC members met in Edmonton for a multi-day, face-to-face meeting, 

providing the opportunity to further discuss provincial innovation topics with the Minister of 

Economic Development and Trade, representatives from the Ministry of Health, and 

Ministry of Environment and Parks, and stakeholders in Alberta’s innovation ecosystem.  
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Innovation System Engagement 
 

 ARIAC members were briefed by representatives from government ministries including 

Health, Economic Development and Trade, and Environment and Parks which focused on 

innovation priorities within each Ministry.  
 

 ARIAC members and ministry representatives discussed innovation clusters, health, climate 

change and other related initiatives. 
 

 ARIAC toured the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital to see firsthand their innovative model of 

care, and had an engaging discussion on their approach to innovation adoption. 

 
Academic Engagement 
 

 ARIAC members met with the Associate Vice President–Research from both the University 

of Calgary and the University of Alberta and were updated on key initiatives and projects 

that are underway in the post-secondary system. 
 

 ARIAC members discussed recent federal funding given to both institutions, focusing on 

clean technology and climate change related initiatives. 

 

Smart Cities 

 ARIAC met with a number of representatives from local municipalities and the Smart City 

Alliance to discuss smart city initiatives in Alberta.  
 

 In-depth discussion took place on what could be done to aid the development of smart city 

initiatives, and how the municipalities can work together to demonstrate the value of smart 

city initiatives, particularly relating to economic diversification. 

 

ARIAC and Alberta Innovates  

 ARIAC met with the board of the amalgamated Alberta Innovates, which recently combined 

Bio Solutions, Energy and Environment Solutions, Health Solutions and Technology Futures 

into one entity.  
 

 ARIAC held a joint meeting with the board members of Alberta Innovates and Interim CEO 

and the Honourable Deron Bilous, Minister of Economic Development and Trade. 
 

 ARIAC and the Alberta Innovates board plan to strategically collaborate to enhance Alberta’s 

innovation ecosystem, following the appointment of former ARIAC member Laura Kilcrease 

as CEO of the new Alberta Innovates Corporation.  
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ARIAC Recruitment 

 

 With the expiry of several members’ terms, ARIAC has been going through an in-depth 

recruitment process conducted in part by executive search firm Alexander Whitehead in 

2016 and by means of a public posting under the guidelines of the new Public Agency 

Secretariat.  
 

 High-quality, senior-level candidates were identified that will represent a broad cross-

section of jurisdictions, sectors, expertise and career stages.  
 

 ARIAC aims to ensure new members are diverse and represent a breadth of perspectives, 

competencies, experience and knowledge, providing new insights and international 

connections to the Government of Alberta. 
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Next Steps 
 

Once the appointments to ARIAC are in place, ARIAC will gather its members together in the 

province in the fall of 2017 to onboard new members to the organization and Alberta’s 

innovation ecosystem and to identify key focus areas for the year ahead. ARIAC is looking 

forward to engaging these members who will bring new national and global perspectives to the 

Ministry and innovation system stakeholders, and will strengthen the relationship ARIAC has 

with Alberta’s dynamic innovation system. 

 

ARIAC will continue its work on several recommendation and advisory papers, with topics 

including the Internet of Things, and the state of industrial research and development in 

Alberta. 

 

ARIAC will also continue to work with Alberta Innovates. Under the direction of former ARIAC 

member, CEO Laura Kilcrease, the Alberta Innovates Corporation will fund and drive innovations 

in its newly streamlined research and innovation system. ARIAC looks forward to continuing to 

provide their independent, multi-sector perspective to the Minister of Economic Development 

and Trade, Alberta Innovates and other stakeholders in the upcoming years. Together, ARIAC 

and Alberta Innovates will contribute to a strong foundation for the growth of Alberta’s 

innovation system.  
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Members of the Advisory Committee 

 

CHAIR   VICE CHAIR  

 

 

Oryssia Lennie 

 
Former Deputy Minister 
Western Economic 
Diversification Canada 
 
Edmonton, Alberta 

 Geoffrey Pradella 

 
President and Senior Partner 
Pradella Associates Group Inc. 
 

Calgary, Alberta 
 

 

 

 
   

MEMBERS    

    

Matthew Bailey 

Recognized IoT Pioneer, Former 
Chairman of Marketing, 
Weightless SIG 
 
United Kingdom  

 Alan Bernstein 

President and CEO  
Canadian Institute for 
Advanced Research  
 
Toronto, Ontario 

 

 

    
        
Laura Kilcrease 

Founder & Managing Director 
Triton Ventures 
 
Austin, Texas 

 
 

 

 

http://aria.albertainnovates.ca/home/about-us/biographies

