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Incident 

Police responded to a male victim lying on the floor with a stab wound to his chest; the man died 
from his injuries at the scene. 

 

Background 

 
The victim was stabbed during an argument with the perpetrator, his former girlfriend. The 

perpetrator and victim had an on and off relationship for several years. The perpetrator had an 

extensive criminal history, which included multiple assault charges. The perpetrator had a 

history of being abusive to intimate partners, and was usually intoxicated when violent incidents 

occurred.  

 

 

Key Findings / Analysis 

 
Male Victims of Intimate Partner Violence 
 
As this case demonstrates, although less common, men are also victims of intimate partner 

violence. Male victims of intimate partner violence may feel a sense of shame and humiliation 

about being abused. This may result in fewer men seeking help or reporting incidents of abuse 

to law enforcement. To reassure male victims to come forward, men need access to resources 

which emphasize they are not alone, and that it is safe to disclose what has happened to them. 

 

Systems Involved 
 
The perpetrator had frequent involvement with the justice system, which included charges of 

attempted murder, assault, assault with a weapon, spousal assault, and assault towards both 

male and female victims. The perpetrator’s prior involvement with the justice system did not 

deter her behavior from escalating when she killed the victim.  

 

The perpetrator had involvement with Children’s Services as a child and as an adult with her 

own child. The perpetrator’s medical history indicated she struggled with addictions but had 

minimal involvement with addictions or mental health programs; the perpetrator did not seek out 

assistance with addictions on her own, and there were very minimal referrals made through 

other government programs the perpetrator was involved with.   
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Recommendations 

Recommendation to the Ministry of Justice and Solicitor General 

1. In consideration of findings from this case review, there is a demonstrated need for 

increased communication and collaboration within the justice system and with its 

stakeholders. The Family Violence Death Review Committee (FVDRC) recommends to the 

Ministry of Justice and Solicitor General to: 

a) explore Gladue considerations1 prior to administering a sentence in cases where an 

individual identifies as Indigenous and has been charged with relevant offences; and 

 

b) ensure Justice and community stakeholders facilitate the collaboration among 

professionals to improve assessment of risk and offender management in cases where 

an individual has been assessed as being complex or has repeatedly been unsuccessful 

in fulfilling expectations of the court.  

 

Recommendation to the Ministry of Community and Social Services 
 
2. In consideration of findings from this case review, there is a demonstrated need for ongoing 

public awareness campaigns to address the diverse needs of men experiencing intimate 

partner abuse while ensuring all Albertans are educated and empowered to access supports 

and services. The FVDRC recommends the Ministry of Community and Social Services:  

 

a) the ongoing public awareness campaigns to educate and support men experiencing 

intimate partner violence will:  

i. provide awareness of where and how to get help with domestic conflict, 

instances of violence or threats of abuse;  

ii. ensure information and education is readily available for victims at various 

community touch points in various languages; and,  

iii. determine needs and best practices that are gender and sexually diverse. 

 

 
Recommendation to the Ministry of Health and Alberta Health Services 
 
3. Findings based on this case review and several previous case reviews have demonstrated 

that Alberta’s health system is often a potential intervention point for perpetrators and 

victims of intimate partner violence. The FVDRC recommends the Ministry of Health and 

                                                

1 Many of these considerations relate to the circumstances of an Indigenous offender’s background and whether a 

restorative approach to sentencing (and justice) may be more helpful for an Indigenous offender than spending time 

in custody. Restorative approaches emphasize healing rather than serving a sentence in jail. Source: Native 

Counselling Services of Alberta Bear Paw Education, Writing a Gladue Report, 2015. 
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Alberta Health Services take steps to implement, regularly audit and report publicly on the 

following recommendations:  

 

a) require medical professionals to screen for intimate partner violence at all locations 

where Albertans access health and mental health and addiction services.  

 

b) require medical professionals to be regularly trained on the importance of screening for 

intimate partner violence and the resources available in their community or through the 

Ministry of Community and Social Services, to prevent and address instances of 

violence. 

 

 


