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Under The Government of Alberta’s Policy on Consultation with First Nations on Land and 
Resource Management, 2013 Alberta has created the Aboriginal Consultation Office (ACO). 

The ACO oversees Alberta’s role in consultation. The Policy came into force on July 28, 2014, 
with the release of The Government of Alberta’s Guidelines on Consultation with First Nations 
on Land and Natural Resource Management, July 28, 2014.  Similarly, in fall of 2015 Alberta’s 
Métis Settlements consultation policy, The Government of Alberta’s Policy on Consultation with 
Metis Settlements on Land and Natural Resource Management, 2015 was approved by 
Cabinet. The Policy came into force in April 2016 with the release of The Government of 
Alberta’s Guidelines on Consultation with Metis Settlements on Land and Natural Resource 
Management, 2016.   

Requirements for consultation under the Historical Resources Act (HRA) will still be managed 
by Alberta Culture and Status of Women. Proponents and agents may need to contact Alberta 
Culture and Status of Women as part of the approval processes required by the Government of 
Alberta prior to the onset of development activities. Alberta Culture and Status of Women is the 
regulatory authority for traditional use sites that are considered historic resources under the 
HRA. Traditional use sites include but are not limited to burial sites/burial grounds, historical and 

ceremonial/sacred sites.  

These traditional use sites are identified as an Historic Resource Value (HRV) 4c on the Listing 
of Historic Resources (Listing). The Listing identifies lands that contain or are believed to 

contain historic resources, including archaeological and palaeontological sites, traditional use 
sites of an historic resource nature, and historic structures. It is one of the primary tools Alberta 
Culture and Status of Women uses for regulating land-based development activities. 
Developments must be assessed against the most current version of the Listing. The Listing is 

issued twice a year, on March 1 and September 1. 

The Listing can be accessed at:  

https://www.alberta.ca/listing-historic-resources.aspx 

Proponents must obtain HRA clearance on lands that contain an HRV 4c. For most projects 

types, the Online Permit and Application System (OPaC) is now the sole means of applying for 
clearance. OPaC can be accessed at:  

https://www.alberta.ca/online-permitting-clearance.aspx 

Project proponents whose activities might impact traditional use sites may be required to 
undertake consultation with First Nations and Métis Settlements to address these impacts. They 
may also be subject to other requirements under the HRA related to the impacts of their 

activities on archaeological and palaeontological sites and historic structures. 
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