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Employment Insurance 
Beneficiaries holds steady in June

The number of Albertans receiving regular Employment Insurance (EI) benefits 
held steady in June. There were 53,200 people receiving EI benefits in Alberta. 
This was slightly fewer than in May (-0.3% month-over-month or m/m) but 26% 
lower compared to last year (Chart 1). Beneficiaries have steadily decreased 

since the high reached in July 2016 
but remain elevated from 2014 
levels. Claims also remain elevated 
compared to pre-recession levels, 
and were up 5.8% m/m in June. 
However they have also come down 
relatively steadily since reaching a 
high in mid-2016.

Retail Sales
Sales remain near record highs

Alberta consumers continue to 
spend near record levels despite 
retail sales easing in June. After 
reaching a record high in the previous 
month, sales were down 1.2% m/m 
to $6.9 billion, led by a decline in 
motor vehicle and parts sales which 
was seen across Canada. Despite 
the decline, sales were up 2.0% 
compared to a year ago. The growth 
was led by stronger gasoline sales 
and have been lifted by higher 
gasoline prices which more than 
offset declines in motor vehicle and 
parts, health and personal care 
and sporting good sales (Chart 2). 
Year-to-date (YTD), sales were up 
2.5% with all but two categories 
contributing to growth.

Wholesale Trade
Pullback in agri-supplies

Wholesale trade pulled back in June 
following a jump in the previous 
month. The value of wholesale trade 
in Alberta fell 5.8% m/m, partially 
offsetting the 7.3% m/m gain in 
the previous month. The pullback 
was led by agricultural supplies, 
which dropped 55% m/m following 
a greater than seasonal spike in 
May. Machinery and equipment 

Regular benefits remained unchanged while initial claims rise
Total claims received and number receiving regular EI benefits

Source: Statistics Canada

chrt_01

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000
(#)

Alberta EI Claims
Received (SA)

Alberta Regular EI
Beneficiaries (SA)

Chart 1: Regular benefits remained unchanged while initial claims rise
Total claims received and number receiving regular EI benefits

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 2: Higher gasoline prices boost purchases at gasoline stations 
Year-over-year percentage change of Alberta retail sales in June (NSA)

Source: Statistics Canada

Higher gasoline prices boost purchases at gasoline stations
Year‐over‐year percentage change of retail sales in Alberta (NSA)

Source: Statistics Canada
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Non-Residential Building Construction Price Index
Contractor prices on the rise

Alberta construction prices of non-residential buildings are picking up. 
The non-residential building construction price index (NBCPI) grew 0.7% 
quarter-over-quarter (q/q) in the second quarter of 2018, as contractors 
reported higher prices for steel and aluminum products (Chart 4). Since the 
beginning of the year, the price of steel has surged 10%, while aluminum 
was up 5.7%. In particular, this lifted prices of commercial and industrial 
buildings, both of which grew at the fastest quarterly rate since beginning of 
2012. Overall construction prices in the province were up 1.8% from a year 
ago; however, they remained 1.1% below the pre-recession peak and growing 
slower than the national rate (+3.3% y/y).

and food and beverage merchants 
also contributed to the decline. 
Meanwhile, sales of farm products 
jumped (+78% m/m) to hit a new 
high. Despite the monthly pullback, 
sales continued to trend higher than 
last year and were up 7.9% YTD.

New Housing Investment
Less single-family investment

New housing investment has come 
down following solid growth due to 
the rebound last year. It dipped 2.5% 
m/m in June, following a drop in May, 
with declines in single-family and row 
housing. With the recent slowdown, 
investment levels have declined 
year-over-year (y/y) for the first time in 
14-months. The decline in investment 
was concentrated in single-family 
homes. The return to more moderate 
levels has followed a rebound in 
provincial economic activity and the 
rebuilding efforts in Fort McMurray 
over the past year and a half. Despite 
the recent moderation, year-to-date 
new housing investment is up 6.0%.

International Travel
Travellers holds steady

The number of international travellers 
landing in Alberta held steady in 
May. There were 88,356 non-resident 
visitors that arrived in Alberta, a slight 
improvement from April (Chart 3). 
Through the first five months of 2018, 
international visits through Alberta 
were up 1.1% over the same period 
as last year, as greater amounts of 
Americans more than offset fewer 
overseas visitors. After hitting a 
43-month high, the number of 
Canadian tourists returning through 
Alberta eased 2.6% m/m to 239,590 
persons in May but remained 
significantly higher than last year.

Source: Statistics Canada

Chart 3:  International visitations holds steady
Non-resident travellers entering Canada via Alberta (SA)

International visitations holds steady
Non‐resident travellers entering Canada via Alberta (SA)

Source: Statistics Canada
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Chart 4:   Steel and aluminum prices drive new non-residential construction prices
Quarter-over-quarter growth of non-residential construction, steel and aluminum prices 

Source: Statistics Canada

Steel and aluminum prices drive new non‐residential construction prices
Quarter‐over‐quarter growth of non‐residential construction, steel and aluminum prices

Source: Statistics Canada
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Please see the Alberta Economy - Indicators at a 
Glance for current snapshot of Alberta indicators
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