
 

Decontamination Instructions for Construction and Industrial Operations | Alberta Environment and Parks 1 

Decontamination Instructions for 
Industrial and Construction Operations  
The Decontamination Protocol for Watercraft and Equipment supports the provincial Fish 

Conservation and Management Strategy. Fisheries are a crown resource and the Government 

of Alberta’s primary goal is to ensure the conservation of healthy, productive fish habitats and 

sustainable fish populations. By following the protocol when working in or near water, we are 

taking some of the most effective steps to reduce the spread of whirling disease and other 

aquatic threats. 

Prevention 

1. Be aware of the risk of whirling disease in the waterbody1. The Whirling Disease Risk 

Map (https://www.alberta.ca/stop-whirling-disease.aspx) illustrates the areas of high 

(Red1), medium (Yellow1) and low (White1) risk. 

2. Avoid entering the bed and the banks of a waterbody1 whenever possible. Use 

equipment, vehicles and machinery on dry ground as much as possible to minimize work 

in water. Reach into the waterbody with as few parts of the equipment as possible. 

a.  Note: the use of mats/temporary bridges could create additional mechanisms for 

whirling disease and Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) to be transferred and will 

need to be decontaminated properly. 

3. Proper disposal of contaminated items and decontamination products: Appendix E.  

4. When working in the Red zone, always complete work from upstream to downstream. 

5. Exemptions for emergency response situations are available. 

6. If work involves moving between a Red zone (affected) and a non-Red zone (yellow or 

white), always complete work in the non-Red zone first to reduce contamination and 

therefore decontamination requirements. 

7. Use dedicated footwear for work in water and never wear this contaminated footwear 

inside a vehicle, or machine, as this preventative measure will eliminate the need for 

                                                      
1 The definitions can be found in Appendix A 

http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/whirling-disease/stop-the-spread.aspx
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decontamination of the interior cab. Change footwear on dry ground and keep it 

separated until it is decontaminated. 

8. Sediment or vegetation originating from a waterbody in the Red zone should not be 

transported outside the Red zone. 

9. Do not transfer/dump water between watersheds or between unconnected waterbodies. 

Disposal of water should be done upland in an area that has been isolated to prevent 

drainage to any surface waterbodies, wetlands, or sewer or storm drainage.   

Decontamination 

1. Follow the Decontamination Flow Chart for instructions on where and how to 

decontaminate. 

a. For detailed descriptions on methods and criteria for a decontamination hub see 

sections:  

i. Level 1: Clean, Drain, Dry! 

ii. Level 3: Decontamination Hub. 

2. For a sample list of equipment, vehicles and machinery, review the Decontamination 

Equipment List on the Stop the Spread website.  

3. The “Record of Decontamination” form must be completed by the Contractor or 

Consultant. A template of the Record can be found on the Stop the Spread website.  

  

http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/whirling-disease/stop-the-spread.aspx
http://aep.alberta.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife-diseases/whirling-disease/stop-the-spread.aspx
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Decontamination Flow Chart for Construction and Industrial Users 

 

 


